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The Opening Speech at the Third International Symposium on Global Ethics

President of Pacific Rim Institute for Development and Education
Dr. Yu-an Rao

Moving ahead with the 3™ Global Ethics Symposium we observe that the
ever-quickening pace of globalization is forcing everyone to continuously look beyond their
own borders. Fostering a new point of view that promotes Unity in Diversity will greatly
contribute to overcoming the contrary ills of conspiracies, prejudice and hatred, which
ultimately hurt the innocent. Negative attitudes and violence, which are not in the best
interests of the peoples of the world, disrupt the historical flow of finding peaceful solutions
to global issues. We appreciate China’s Chairman Hu’s saying that, “All policies should be
based on the fundamental interests of the majority of the world’s peoples.”

Our present society is burdened with many conflicts. For example, a new UNICEF
report shows that more than half of the world’s children are suffering extreme deprivations
from poverty, war, and HIV/AIDS. These conditions virtually deny children a childhood
and hinder the development of nations. An effective means of alleviating this crisis is
through a collective effort by governments, NGOs and individuals, to make it a priority to
create global connections between orphans and childless couples, or couples who have
children, but can afford more. This would help to reduce the number of children who are
without families, and are vulnerable to criminals and gangsters. The United Nations and
many non-governmental organizations, like PRIDE are trying to help, but we have a long way
to go! We hope that one day we will see Christian and Jewish families adopting Islamic
orphans, and Islamic families adopting Hindu parentless children, so that the principles
of the oneness of humanity, universal love and motherhood will apply to all children
without any form of prejudice.

One of the root solutions to eliminating social injustices is the development of global
ethics education, which is the goal of the joint efforts between PRIDE and the Institute of
World Religions, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. The conclusions, knowledge and
wisdom from the combination of the academic research of scholars, and the experience of
professional experts are valuable resources for junior and high school social education
curriculums. 'We hope this wealth of knowledge, experience and wisdom will become a
reference for policy- and law- makers who are helping to cultivate the hearts of our young

generation.
This Third Symposium has three purposes:

Based on the successful experience from the second symposium at UCLA, to have scholars

and Chinese youth of the People’s Republic meet with international scholars, educators,
professional experts and youth to discuss global ethics issues in the Youth Ambassador
Summit section of this 2005 Symposium.
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To allow Chinese and international scholars to explore global ethics issues, in order to’

produce practical results of historical value.

To provide an academic platform to explore, compare and exchange views on the role of
ethical and moral values in positively influencing today’s society and its future development.
Boiled by burning bean-stalks,

Beans weepin the sizzling pot; |
The terrorism that threatens us today has become a blackened hulk of twisted wreckage

from the world’s tallest buildings. Still, in some parts of the world, people are being used
as killing tools and living bombs, not understanding they are destroying their own
families, and their own lives and futures., Because each life is infinitely
meaningful, taking one human life is like killing all of humanity. This poem was written
2000 years ago by the Chinese poet, Cao Zhi:

Boiled by burning bean-stalks,

Beans weepin the sizzling pot;
we were both born of the same roots,
Why then boil me with such relentlessness?

We are exploring global ethics from the perspective of education, health, government,
wealth, poverty, religion, business, and many other areas of importance. To help us
understand our position in the present world situation, let’s consider the following;:

If you have never experienced the danger of battle, the loneliness of imprisonment, the
agony of torture or the pangs of starvation, you are ahead of 20 million people around the
world. If you have a computer to read e-mail, you are in the top 10% of world’s
population. So, from one top 10% person to another--if you are feeling blessed, repay

the blessings and do something for others.

We continue to emphasize unity in diversity, stressed in the first symposium in Beijing.
This goal excels every other goal, and this aspiration is the monarch of all aspirations. We
profoundly thank you for all of your active support and enthusiastic involvement. We look
forward to becoming better acquainted with our Chinese colleagues and experiencing the
loving cross-cultural atmosphere, which sets the foundation for outstanding results from
everyone’s participation, including our PRIDE Youth Ambassadors. We appreciate all the
friends who have supported this symposium highlighted by our youth summit, with love,
patience and sacrifice, helping us to turn obstacles into opportunities for growth and
development, teaching us to be unified and harmonious in all of our undertakings to

create a more peaceful world.



